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Arcata & Mad River Transit
 By Dan Hauser

The recent formal merger of the Arcata & Mad River 
Transit system into the Humboldt Transit Authority 
recalled the founding of the Arcata system 50 years ago.  
It’s important to remember that prior to 1975 there had 
been no public transportation in Humboldt County for 
over 35 years.  In the 1940s all the bus and trolly 
systems had been abandoned nationwide, including 
Humboldt County.  It was all part of an attempt to make 
sure that everyone was dependent on the private 

passenger automobile.  That effort was led by General Motors and the other car manufacturers to sell more cars.

The Arcata City Council elected in the early 1970s strongly felt the need to start restoring public transportation.   Newly 
appointed City Manager Roger Storey took on that effort with enthusiasm.  Roger drove all over Arcata with a map and 
stopwatch, working out routes that passed within a couple of blocks of every home, went through Humboldt State and by 
City Hall.  Each route, including stops, was scheduled to take one hour.  His work established bus stops and is the basic 
route followed today.

 The City Council set the historic theme based upon the Arcata and Mad River Railroad that carried passengers between 
Arcata and Blue Lake.  The orange and yellow paint scheme was used on the buses and on the two routes that they 
followed.  Even the photo on the logo is a locomotive with Annie and Mary standing on the front.  

Sharon Betini was hired to manage the system and worked out of City Hall.  Part time drivers were hired, and most were 
students at Humboldt State University.  One of those drivers was Randy Mendosa.  Randy recently retired as Police Chief 
of Arcata.  He had become a police officer upon graduation and spent his entire working career with the City of Arcata.
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President’s message
May is Preservation Month, and Arcata is celebrating it on the historic Arcata Plaza 
during the Farmer’s Market on Saturday, May 17. Arcata’s Historic Landmarks 
Committee will be tabling with HSSA. Stephen Lazar will be showcasing his 
photographic postcard collection of Arcata over the years and remembering a time 
when postcards were sent of our travels or as thank you notes. Bob Doran is 
leading tours of the Plaza buildings and telling the history of each.

Karole Ely, who completed the fabulous exhibit of Henrietta Chizzola’s clothing 
from the Art Deco period when she lived in New York City, has matched it to Art 
Deco artist Tamara de Lempicka’s photographs. Karole got this idea from a 
coloring book she purchased at the deYoung Museum. 

 Karole’s display, Aprons, Hats, Hankies with a Splash 
of Glamour is at the Phillips House Museum, which is 
open on Sundays 2-4 p.m..

The Phillips House Rug Hookers meet the first Sunday 
of the month. We appreciate all types of fiber artists 
and would like you join us. The first Sunday in April 
felt like summer, so we sat on the west porch enjoying 
the company and the sun.  See photo at left.

Alex Stillman, HSSA President

Harnessing the Power of Place!

There is no denying the role preservationists 
play in protecting historic spaces while meeting 
the needs of communities for the present and 
the future.

This May, for Preservation 
Month, celebrate the power of 
place—and the countless ways, 
big and small, that preservation 
creates. 

Preservation work strengthens 
communities, breathes new life 
into neighborhoods, supports a 
healthier planet, and builds a 
more just and connected society.

From the National Trust for Historic Preservation
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Transit continued.   Funding for the system came from a portion of the gas tax and was augmented by Humboldt 
State.  A small portion of the student fees was used to provide free bus passes for students. A few years later the City of 
Eureka established a bus system followed by the creation of the Humboldt Transit Authority (HTA).  Eureka merged 

into the HTA and now A&MRT has joined the merger.  The transit system was 
another progressive idea of the City Council of the 1970s that has proven to be 
valuable. 

Left:  The ribbon is cut marking the beginning of Arcata’s transit system.  Mayor 
Alex Fairless wields the scissors as Councilman Dan Hauser looks on.  Arcata 
Union

An Eventful Trip on the Train to Eureka
May 17, 1915

Up at 4:30 A.M. Leave on 6 o’clock Key at Berkeley Station. Leave 
station at 7:15. Lady from East and I to-gether until we come to Santa 
Rosa- 2 girls across keep smiling at me. Look at G&G. Traveling man 
from Berkeley chats with me. Lunch at Willits. Girls are Jennie 
Cruickshank and Mildred Smith studying music in SF- on way home 

to 
Ferndale. Walk around tunnel after passing thru Island 
Mt. Tunnel. Muddy hills but lots of fun. Uke and sing. 
Section men carry suitcases and coat. Get on Section 
train. Fort Seward- have sandwiches (meat). Two fellows 
say as we’re singing around fire, “Do you know
the Bean Song.” “Yes.” “We thought you did,” etc. We 
sing Cal. Songs for company. Delayed 4 hours altogether. 
Send message to father. Mr. Hagin plans reunion for 6 of 
us in Berkeley in fall, at his home on Benvenue. Father 
meets me at train 10 o’clock. Miss Burehard and Mrs. 

Ensign ride over with us. Home about 2. Bed 3 A.M.

From the Journal of Ruth Horel Caskey. Transcription courtesy of Tamara Wolski
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The Underground Story: A Journey Through Water Pipe History
By Scott D. Baker, Public Works Engineering and Building, 1970-2004

Shortly after I started with the City of Arcata in Public Works, Engineering Division in 1970, construction began on the 

Uniontown Shopping Center.  The project required a larger water main to supply the Center.  During excavation for the new 

line on 5th Street between F Street and D Street, it was the discovered that a short section of wooden water pipe was still in 

service.  It was found to be quite shallow because in the early days, the trenches were all excavated by hand.  It was 

amazing that it held the high pressure of today’s systems.  Wood water pipes were constructed like wood water tanks.  

Depending on the diameter, there were a certain number of wood staves, either redwood or hardwood4 of 6.  Then the 

entire pipe was wrapped with heavy gauge wire to keep the staves in place. The ends were tapered so as to fit into various 

fittings.  Oakum was then installed between the 

pip and fitting to create a seal.  

Since steel water mains still exist in the city, 

the City of Arcata is starting a replacement 

project.  Leaks create a large loss of water.  I 

believe one of the first steel water mains was 

installed on 7th Street.  It was tied into 

Humboldt Bay Water District main at Seventh 

and A and extended to L Street to serve the 

California Barrel Factory.  

Through the years, various types of water 

mains were installed. First these were wooden 

water mains. Later the city used cast iron, steel, asbestos and cement.   Now PVC pipe is used for ease of installation and 

durability.  Most importantly, it provides safer drinking water.   

4

Join us in celebration of 
Preservation Week at the Grand 
Opening of Aprons, Hats & Hankies 
with a Splash of Glamour from 1 to 
5 at the Phillips House Museum. 
Sunday, May 18. Refreshments will 
be served. 
                            4
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Arcata's Temperance Fountain
By Tamara Wolski

The Temperance Fountain on the Arcata Plaza was built in 1912 and was sponsored by the Women’s Christian 
Temperance Union of Arcata. Similar temperance fountains were built across the country to encourage drinking 
clean, safe water over alcoholic beverages. HSSA 
hopes to assist with the installation of an 
informational plaque at the base of the fountain.
 
Temperance Fountain, Then and Now see right
Article in the Humboldt Times, June 7, 1912:

To Have Fine Drinking Places
 
Adornment will soon bea dded to the plaza here in 
the shape of a massive and artistic sanitary drinking 
fountain, the gift to the city from the Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union.  Permission was 
granted this organization last evening by the Board 
of Trustees to erect the fountain on the plaza.

Entertainments and other money-raising schemes 
have been given by the women for the last four or 
five years toward this end. The necessary cash has at 
last been raised, and the fountain will soon be a 
familiarity. James Davidson, the local marble 
worker, has the handsome piece of work almost 
finished. It will be entirely of granite, to rest on a concrete foundation. $800 or $900 will be the cost of it. (author's 
note: approximately $26,000 to $29,000 in today's dollars).

The Phillips House 
in 1982 at the 
beginning of its 
renovation into a 
museum. 



Here is a note from the Arcata Back in the Day Facebook page.  Check it out if you are on Facebook.  “It’s gone now, 
but the arrow points to where it was. A shack that was built in 1882 was meant to be housing for the employees of the 
mills or loggers when Bayside was booming. Six of them were built by Andrew Anvik for $60 each.(The mill supplied 
the lumber) When the Bayside camp closed in 1913, that’s probably when they got torn down. But this one survived. It 
got moved over to Hyland street, and was used as a garage till not too long ago.”

Thank you to T. Finegan Arcata (and Humboldt) Back in the Day Facebook page
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