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Arcata’s Lost Mansion
by Tamara Wolski Noah Falk moved from the East Coast to California in
search of gold, though he found his wealth in lumber. Falk was a partner of

the Elk River Mill and Lumber
Company, and in 1884 he founded an
eponymous company town to house the
company’s workers. The mill and lumber
town prospered and grew to over 400
residents, with a cookhouse, post office,
general store, school, and church. The site of the former town of Falk is located
within what is now the Headwaters Forest Reserve. The bustling mill town
slowly fell into decay after the mill closed in 1937, and nature has since
reclaimed the land.

In 1887, when his mill town was thriving, Noah Falk contracted Theodore Dean
to build the Falk family a
grand mansion in the city of
Arcata. The home sat on the
block that now houses
Wildberries Marketplace,
between 12th and 13th Streets
and G and H Streets. Photos

from the day show a home that was as elegant on the inside as it
was on the outside, with redwood interiors and ornate rugs,

wallpaper and
fixtures. The
property also had
landscaped
gardens and a
carriage house.
Sadly, the Falk
Mansion was
demolished in 1956
to build a Safeway.
Though the mill
and mansion are
long gone, Falk’s
legacy can still be seen today in the Falk Mausoleum at Greenwood
Cemetery.

Noah Falk Mansion, c. 1900/
Wildberries Marketplace today
(Photo courtesy of Peter Hess/
Bottom photo courtesy of Tamara
Wolski)

Even though we cannot offer tours
at this time, the QR code on the
signpost in front of the Phillips
House Museum gives a wonderful
tour of the Museum when activated
by a smart phone. The video was
created by Gary Bloomfield.
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The mill town of Falk in its heyday and the
Headwater Forest Reserve today
(Top photo courtesy of the Palmquist Collection,
HSU Library/Bottom photo courtesy of Tamara
Wolski)Falk Mansion interior, courtesy of the

Humboldt County Historical Society,
Gates Collection



President's Message
by Alex Stillman

Tamara told me that the HSSA
FaceBook page now has more
than1000 followers. Her posting of
Then and Now has drawn quite a
following. She has another Then and
Now article on the front page.

Our Museum Update story tells of
the most excitement we have had at
the Museum since Covid-19 started.
Alex Bonaparte, the Arcata Police
officer who responded, told me he
was a history graduate of HSU.
After leaving Arcata for a while, he
recently returned to APD. He told me

he had never been in the museum but now he has seen everything after
his investigation. We encouraged him to join HSSA,

I just came across an Arcata Architectural Tour prepared in 1973 by
HSSA. It is still relevant today. Andy Alm continues to update the
HSSA Website. We welcomed Sam Strickell, an HSU intern this fall.

The Historic Context Statement (draft) prepared by Guerra and McBane,
LLC for the City of Arcata tells the story of Arcata’s history from pre-
contact with European/Americans through settlement, then expansion
tied to world wars and fairs and their effects on architecture and growth.
This informative piece gives a good account of Arcata’s development.
Marnie Atkins will augment the pre-context, which will be much more
informative. After adoption by the Arcata City Council, the completed
document will replace the draft on the City of Arcata's website.

When reading Saving Places by the National Trust for Historic Places, I
noticed an article about the Haas Lilienthal House in San Francisco. I
thought it would be interesting to tour this exceptional home. A photo of
the house and a link to the article are included in this newsletter.

Gillian Martin, an intern with the City of Arcata, is working on Arcata
Strategic Arts Plan. The built environment is part of Arcata’s culture.
She provided her email if you would like to know more about the input
meetings.

Our Community Then & Now is a 2021 Historic Calendar created by the
Six Rivers Charter High School students with Principal Ron Perry.
Please purchase a calendar. Support the school and enjoy the
photography and stories produced by the students.
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Haas-Lilienthal House in San Francisco

The restored Haas-Lilienthal House is the only Queen Anne-style house
museum in a city that is virtually synonymous with homes of that design.

The house was designed by Peter R. Schmidt and built by McCann & Biddell
in the late 1800s. This would be a great place to visit when we can travel
again. Meanwhile, you can read about restoring the house and see photos of
the inside at this Saving Places website

https://savingplaces.org/stories/haas-lilienthal-san-francisco-
victorian#.X_tITC1h1KM

Phillips House Museum Mystery Update

by Alex Stillman On November 27 Brian Ingram, who keeps
the Phillips house beautifully painted, was at the museum to
review his next project. He noticed a broken pane of glass in
the display room window. He called Jaffa Dugan, me and the
Arcata Police. Officer Alex Bonaparte responded. He did a
thorough search and found no one in the house.

It seems that the Phillips house had an occupant for several
days. We think it was a woman due to the red bags and
clothing we found. Since none of the downstairs windows
open more than 4 inches, it was a mystery how she entered. It
was presumed that she climbed up onto the roof, entered the
museum through a south facing bedroom window and took up
residency in the “sixties” bedroom. We found several items
including earbuds and a book on Leadership in the work
kitchen, and a red purse stored in a kitchen cupboard. She
found the key for the back door and was using it to come and
go.

Jaffa and Brian nailed the windows shut and the small pane of
glass was cut and installed by Bob Felter. Brian and Bob
removed the double bolt lock and screwed the door shut.
Karole Ely put the beds back together and cleaned. I took the
deadbolt to Security Lock and Alarm and got it re-keyed.
From now on the back door key will be in the lockbox on the
front porch.

HSSA is thankful to all of the volunteers who rescued the
Phillips House Museum from this unfortunate adventure.

Can you spot the Graham House in East
Arcata as seen from West Arcata looking over
the creek that is now the Arcata freeway?

http://www.example.com
http://www.example.com


SHAY LOCOMOTIVE #7
By Dan Hauser The Arcata and Mad River Shay Locomotive Number 7
is proudly parked in the Roundhouse in Samoa along with 7 other local
steam engines at the Timber Heritage Association’s growing museum.
The Number 7 has a long connection with Arcata as one of our logging
railroad artifacts. Shay Locomotives were unique, gear driven and built
for unique operations. They were slower than traditional rod driven
locomotives, but able to pull heavier loads over steep and twisting rails.
Ours is 50 tons having three cylinders and two trucks attached to the
gears. It is one of only 188 still in existence out of the hundreds that were
built – and we have one other, a three truck Shay the Hammond
Lumber Company Number 33.

The Shay was built by Lima Locomotive Works in Lima, Ohio in 1918
for Lamson Logging in Washington State. In 1942 it was purchased
by Northern Redwood Company. They used the Shay both on the
Arcata and Mad River Railroad between Korbel and Korbelex, near the
current Alder Grove Industrial Park, and on their 10 miles of logging
railroad up the North Fork of the Mad River. Simpson Timber
Company purchased Northern Redwood in 1956, converted the
logging railroad to trucks and used diesel locomotives on the Arcata
and Mad River Railroad – commonly known as the Annie and Mary
Railroad. The Shay was donated to the City of Arcata and put on
display along with an Annie & Mary caboose near the Arcata Ball Park
about where the former Arcata Endeavor is located today.

Over the years the display was popular, but suffered from occasional vandalism. In 1969 Simpson requested the return of
the Shay to run an excursion with the understanding that ultimately the locomotive would be returned to Arcata. The
Shay was totally rebuilt at the Eureka Boiler Works shop in Eureka and put in full working condition. Simpson Timber
operated a very popular, but costly, excursion train during the summers of 1970 through 1973. Unfortunately, the
excursions did not generate a sufficient profit, insurance costs were too high and tourism was not part of Simpson’s
business plan. At the end of summer in 1973 the program was closed and the Shay was parked in the railroad shops in
Korbel.

In 1978 Simpson started remodeling the Korbel Saw Mill and the removal of the old railroad shops. That meant that the
Shay had to be removed first. As Mayor of Arcata, I volunteered to contact Simpson and have the Shay returned to
Arcata. Simpson’s California Vice President was Tom Ingham who later became President of all of Simpson Timber
Company. Tom told me that there were several parties interested in purchasing the Shay and that we could have it for the
highest bid. I responded that there was a verbal agreement for the Shay to be returned to Arcata at the end of the
excursion train. Negotiations took several months until Simpson agreed to return the locomotive.

I contacted some friends in the newly formed Northern Counties Logging Interpretive Association (NCLIA) for help in
getting the Number 7 ready to move. Led by Henry Sorensen, Roger Frick and Bill Fahey we spent several weekends
working at the Korbel shops. We cleaned and painted and even tried to get the boiler approved so it could come into town
under its own power. Unfortunately, because it was not used for so long it did not pass the boiler inspection.

On April 7, 1979 the sparkling Annie & Mary Shay was pushed out of the shop in Korbel decorated in flags and bunting.
Henry Sorensen and Roger Frick were in period costume as engineer and fireman. As Mayor, I got to wear my top hat
and ride in the cab as two of Simpson’s 44-ton diesel locomotives pushed the Shay to Korbelex. From there the
Northwestern Pacific took over and pushed the Shay to 10th and L Streets near where the old Arcata Train Depot once
stood. There were a lot of people along the way taking pictures and a good crowd gathered for the ceremony.

All during this time there was discussion about where the Shay could be displayed and protected. Both the Arcata Parks



and Recreation Commission and the City Council considered various
options. The property on Alliance Road near Foster Avenue along Jolly
Giant Creek was named Shay Park as the first option. When development
costs became too great consideration was made to put it at Larson Park.
When the tennis courts were constructed, at the same time an excavation was
made at Larson Park so that the locomotive would be easier to see and a
building designed with windows for display and protection.

After the ceremony transferring the Shay back to Arcata, the Northwestern
Pacific pushed it to a covered structure at Humboldt Loaders off of St. Louis
Road. Because the location was not secure, we removed everything that
could possibly be vandalized or stolen. That included the front end plate, all
the brass including oilers and the bell, the builders plate, gauges and even the

light bulbs from the cab. Everything was packed in two large wooden boxes and stored at the City’s Corporation Yard.

During the early morning hours of July 1, 1982 a fire occurred that destroyed Humboldt Loaders and badly damaged
Number 7. The Arcata Volunteer Fire Department crew avoided spraying water directly onto the locomotive thereby
minimizing the damage to the metal. The wooden parts were burned off or badly damaged and there was some metal
warping. The Shay sat on the siding until 1986 when it was moved to the
NCLIA facility on Glendale Road. There under the direction of Henry
Sorensen and Wes Fulton major repairs and restoration was undertaken.

The City of Arcata sold the Shay to the Timber Heritage Association,
successor to NCLIA, in 2001 for $1.00. Shortly thereafter at a cost of
thousands of dollars the Shay was moved to its permanent home for display
in the Samoa Roundhouse just below the Samoa Cookhouse. As a final note,
many of the parts that were removed back in 1979 have been returned and
reattached. However, many of those parts never made it including the bell
and builder’s plate. They were apparently lost, stolen or wound up in
someone’s private collection. Maybe someday the Shay will find all its parts
and be returned to its full beauty.

In 1859, a women's sewing circle raised funds for the construction of a
Presbyterian Church. Through local pledges, including $600 in gold dust
from miners in Hoopa, Weitchpec, Sawyers Bar, the church was dedicated
March 28, 1861. It occupied one-eighth block at 11th and G street. Now the
First Presbyterian Church of Arcata is embarking on a capital campaign to
raise funds to install solar panels on the historic church and the Packer House
which is next door. If you are able to send a check, make it to First
Presbyterian Church, 670-11th Street, Arcata, CA. 95521. Thank you for
helping to save another historic structure in Arcata.

Arcata Strategic Arts Plan
Since the fall of 2019, City staff have been drafting a strategic arts plan for Arcata. A strategic arts plan articulates
a community’s values, purpose, and vision surrounding the arts and identifies actions required to realize that vision.
This Arcata Strategic Arts Plan (ASAP) is intended to expand and formalize the City’s support for the arts and for
Arcata’s arts industries while also specifying overarching community issues that the arts can address. This Plan
will recognize that the arts are crucial in every aspect of life. It will identify projects that make diverse arts
experiences accessible to Arcata residents. Over the coming months, City staff will be facilitating public
engagement meetings on the ASAP draft. If you would like more information about these meetings, please
email gmartin@cityofarcata.org.

mailto:gmartin@cityofarcata.org


Membership and Renewal Form

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________

Address:____________________________________________________________________________

City: ___________________________________State:______________________Zip: _____________

Phone: ___________________________________

Email______________________________________________________________

____($25) Individual _____($35) Family _____($100) Preservation Partner

____( ) Additional contribution

My gift is ( ) in honor of________________________ ( )in memory

of________________________________

Please provide contact information so we can notify honorees.

Historical Sites Society of Arcata
PO Box 4521, Arcata, CA 95518

“If you survive long enough, you're revered-rather like an old building." Katharine Hepburn
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on Instagram at arcatahistory


